March 14, 2010

Fourth Sunday of Lent

(    MASS INTENTIONS    (
March 13: - Vigil: Fourth Sunday of Lent

  5:00PM – Evelyn Kelleher by Peg Picardi & 

                   Family

March 14: -Fourth Sunday of Lent

  8:00AM – Marie & Fernand Lacasse & Margaret 

                  & Edward Blecha by Claudette & Roger

                  Lacasse

  9:30AM – Raymond Trahan by Dora Cloutier

 11:00AM – People of the Parish

March 15: - Lenten Weekday

  7:30AM – People of the Parish

March 16: - Lenten Weekday
  7:30AM – James & Eileen Hanlon by the Family

March 17: – St Patrick, Bishop

  7:30AM – Antone Alves by Vivian & David 

                   Medeiros

March 18: - Lenten Weekday

  7:30AM – Souls in Purgatory

March 19:  - St Joseph, Husband of the Blessed 

                   Virgin Mary

  7:30AM – No Eucharistic Prayer Service Today

March 20: Vigil: Fifth  Sunday of Lent

  5:00PM – Michael Bonville 6th Anniversary by 

                   Lynn, Jean and Amy Bonville

March 21: - Fifth Sunday of Lent

  8:00AM – Archie Spoor by wife Carol & Family

  9:30AM – Evan Johnson by Mom, Dad & Victoria

 11:00AM – People of the Parish

Your Offertory Trust

Thank you for your Parish Support through Your Offertory Trust.


BUDGET: $5,345.53


MAINTENANCE: $1,997.99
Catholic Relief Services

Second Collection: At all Masses this weekend March 13 - 14, 2010 is for the Catholic Relief Services. By your generosity you can help a hungry child eat; a war-torn nation build peace and a refugee make a new life. Thank you for your support!

Week at a Glance

Monday thru Friday: 

8AM to 9PM – Eucharistic Adoration in Mary,

                 Mother of all Nations Chapel 

Monday March 15:

7:30AM – Mass 

8AM to 9PM – Exposition of the Blessed 

                         Sacrament

6:30PM – Senior Youth Drop-In: Camphouse

Tuesday, March 16:

7:30AM – Mass
4:30PM – Children Choir Rehearsal: Church

Wednesday, March 17:

7:30AM – Mass 

6:00PM – Ecumenical Lenten Service: Calvary 

                 Pentecostal Church, East Freetown

Thursday, March 18:

7:30AM – Mass

7:00PM – Adult Choir Rehearsal

Friday, March 19:

7:30AM – NO Eucharistic Prayer Service until the 

                 end of April 2010

6PM to 8PM - Confessions

7:00PM – Stations of the Cross

Saturday, – March 20:

9AM to 4PM – Antique Collectibles: Neumann Hall

10AM to 12Noon - Confessions

1:30PM to 4:30PM Confessions

5:00PM Mass

Sunday, March 21:

8:00AM Mass – followed by Coffee & Donuts in 

                           Neumann Hall

9:30AM Mass – followed by Coffee & Donuts in

                           Neumann Hall 

11:00AM – Mass

5:20 to 8PM – Confirmation II Class: Neumann 

                        Hall

Coffee and Donuts

Stop In!! – Neumann Hall after the 8AM and 9:30AM Mass March 14th  .The Women’s Guild will be hosting the serving of Coffee & Donuts this Sunday.

ENERGY OFFERING Budget Envelope

Please place this envelope in any first collection this month with your weekly budget envelope. Thanks

Holy Week 2010

Holy Week is the time when we reflect most deeply on the great mystery of God’s love for us. Through our participation in the liturgies, we recall the saving events of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 

March 27 – 28: Passion Sunday: 

We will bless the palms and recall the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem. At the 9:30AM Mass, join in the solemn procession. Gather on the lawn between the church and Neumann Hall. (weather permitting)

March 30: 4:00 PM at St. Mary’s Cathedral in 
Fall River:
Annual Chrism Mass

Parishioners who would like to attend the Chrism Mass should call the rectory to obtain tickets. At this Mass, all the priests of the diocese will renew the promises of ordination. Also, the Bishop will bless the oils to be used in the sacraments.
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April 1: - Holy Thursday: 


7:00 PM – Mass of the Lord’s Supper

Tonight we commemorate the “night before Jesus died” when he gathered to celebrate the Passover with his disciples. The traditional “washing of the feet” is our reminder that we are all called to serve one another in the Lord’s Name.

April 2: Good Friday


3:00 PM – Stations of the Cross

Join the youth of our parish as they lead us down the “via dolorosa” recalling the events of the day of Jesus’ eternal sacrifice.


7:00 PM – Service of the Lord’s Passion

Participate in the reading of the Passion and the veneration of the cross.

April 3: Holy Saturday


8:00 PM – The Great Vigil of Easter

The most important Mass of the whole year! This is the goal of our Lenten journey. Gather around the fire; follow the new candle and see the light of Christ grow from the darkness

THE GLORY OF THE 

RESURRECTION IS UPON US !!!

Interested in Becoming a Catholic?

The RCIA is a preparation process for unbaptized adults who desire to receive the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist or for those baptized in another Christian faith who wish to enter into the Catholic Church and receive Eucharist and Confirmation. An information session will be held on Monday March 22nd at 7PM in the library. This session is purely informational—-no commitment to continue is required! Please extend this invitation to anyone who might be interested. If you are interested in learning more, but are unable to attend this sessions, please contact Ryan and Melissa Levesque at 508-944-8911 or the parish office at 508.763.2240. 

Weekend Adoration for Priests Vigil

To celebrate the “Year of the Priest” and in thanksgiving for our priests, the New Bedford Diocesan Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration Program adorers at our Lady’s Chapel in New Bedford is sponsoring a Vigil of Prayer on April 16, 17, 18, 2010. The weekend Adoration will begin on Friday, April 16th at 6PM with a Mass and continue until 12AM. – Saturday April 17th 6PM Mass and continue until Midnight. Sunday April 18th will begin at 1PM and end at 5PM.

All St John Neumann Parish organizations (Women’s Guild, Couples Club, Youth Groups, Choirs,etc) are invited to participate at the vigil of prayer on any of the three scheduled days at Our Lady’s Chapel in downtown New Bedford.

Prayer Time

What Are You Doing this Lenten Season?

Have you thought about spending some time in the little chapel? Come rest and pray. Find the peace that we all need in our lives.

There is Divine Mercy at 7:00PM every Thursday.

Also every Monday, there is exposition of the Blessed Sacrament from 8AM to 9PM and on the last Monday there is a Healing Service. All is available to you. The choice is yours!!

Hail Marys For Peace

Be a part of the plan and commit to one Hail Mary a day for “Peace.” All together we can make a
difference and become one person praying from the “Heart” for “Peace.”
New Bedford Deanery

Lenten Mission

“The Spirit Alive in the
Priesthood of the Laity”

The parishes of the New Bedford Deanery will host the annual Lenten Retreat March 22 – 25, 2010 at St. Mary’s Church on Tarkiln Hill Road, New Bedford. Fr. Stan Kolasa, ss.cc., Director of the Sacred Hearts Spirituality Center, Wareham, will be the presenter. Each daily session will be presented twice: 12 noon during Mass, and 7:00 PM during a Liturgy of the Word. 

Confessions will be available one hour before the start of each session. 

Senior Youth Ministry
Drop-In – We will have a “Drop-In” this Monday evening from 6:30 – 8:30PM at the Camphouse. We will plan our next outing.

Yes Retreat – Say yes to the YES! Retreat. You will be glad you did. YES 26 is a weekend long retreat experience. It is intended for High School Youth grades 9 – 12. This will be a weekend you won’t forget. You will meet some new lifelong friends and walk away from this retreat with a renewed conviction of faith. The price for the weekend is $115.00 with a $50.00 deposit with your application. Get your applications at “Drop-In” or outside the Youth Ministry Office. YES 26 will be held April 9-11, 2010 at Cathedral Camp.

Junior Youth Ministry

Drop-In  - Our next Drop-In will be Friday, March 26th from 6:30 – 8PM at the Camphouse. Hope to see you there!

Good Friday Stations of the Cross – We’ll be teaming with the Senior Youth Ministry and our parish Altar Servers again this year for the Good Friday Stations of the Cross at 3PM on Friday, April 2. We’ll need a total of 14 cross bearers and 2 readers. Join us at our next drop-in for more information, or call Mr. and Mrs. Durand at 508-763-3117. Thanks!
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Our next Lakeside Family Festival meeting is scheduled for Sunday, March 14th , at 6:30pm in the Library. Thanks to everyone’s support so far and to your on-going commitment to our parish community.

We are looking for several booth chairs and co-chairs this year. We hope that everyone in the parish will consider helping out in some way. Please consider filling out the “early bird sign-up sheet” and let us know how you can support the team!

Festival Food Committee Openings: There are several important positions on the Festival Food Committee that are in dire need of additional help this year.

Seafood Charlie – need a person(s) to assist Larry and his team in chowder prep. Ideally, that person would consider taking over the Seafood Charlie booth, allowing Larry to ‘semi-retire.’ 

Also, Steve Charron, the clam cake batter chef, will need a person to assist him with the preparation of the clam fritter mix.

And finally, due to some ’retirements,’ there will be a need for booth staff – especially frialator cooks to fill in work slots during the Festival weekend.

The Great American Hamburger Booth –            
A new chairperson has been found and Thank You! for volunteering. We are still looking for additional booth staff.

Fried Ice Cream booth needs staff for the weekend. The Therriens have committed to getting the ice cream balls ready, but they will not be available to staff and run the booth.

If you would like more information about any of those positions, or are interested in volunteering, call Ray or Elaine Bedard at 508-763-5095.

(Continued on next page)

(Lakeside Festival continued)

Also, we are looking for a booth chair to take over the very exciting Lakeside Derby! The Wheel goes round n’ round. Does it land on you?

Please contact Joe Martino 508-946-0385 or 508 825-3601.

Silent Auction Looking for New Donations

Please consider donating a “new item” that could be auctioned-off at our Silent Auction Booth. What a great way to help support the Festival!! These items will be used to create different theme baskets – so no item is too small. Please contact Doris Boivin at 508.965.5754. Thank You!!

Adult Confirmation Classes

Adults who are baptized but have not been confirmed are invited to participate in Confirmation classes hosted by the Diocese of Fall River at the following locations and dates. 

Bishop Connolly High School Library

373 Elsbree Street

Fall River

Tuesdays 7:00pm to 9:00pm

March 16th, 23rd, 30th, April 6th and 13th.

Bishop Stang High School, 

North Dartmouth

500 Slocum Road, corner Route 6.

Mondays, 7:00pm to 9:00pm

March 15th, 22nd, 29th, April 5th, and 12th. 

Confirmation will be celebrated here at St. John Neumann Church on April 26th at 7:00PM

Please register by calling the rectory, 508-763-2240.

Diocesan Divorced and Separated 

Support Group

This group meets at the Family Life Center, 500 Slocum Road, North Dartmouth, Ma from 7:00 to 8:30PM on the second and last Wednesdays of each month. There is no charge. It is open to all separated/divorced persons.

March 31st – The Divorce Care Video Series continues with, “New Relationships.” This presentation shows how you can be hurt by premature new relationships and offers ways to know when you are ready to enter a new relationship. Discussion and refreshments will follow.

For further information please contact: Group Facilitators Joanne Dupre (508) 965-9296 or Bob Menard (508) 673-2997 or (508) 965-2919 anytime or Jerry and Scottie Foley, Program Directors, Diocesan Office of Family Ministry (508) 999-6420 9:00AM to 3:00PM weekdays.

Ecumenical Lenten

Bible Study

Again this year, the area churches will gather on Wednesdays of Lent for a Soup Supper, Bible Study, and prayer. A Soup and Bread Supper will be served at 6:00PM followed by a Bible Study and closing with prayer at 8:30pm. 

!!!“Talitha Cum!”

March 17 at Calvary Pentecostal, East Freetown,


Rev. Dr. Ken Beres
!!!For The Birds!

March 24 at Clear Vision Congregation, 


New Bedford, Rev. Dr. Bill Comeau 

!!!Deepening Shadows!

March 31 at St. Bernard’s, Assonet


Service of Tenebrae

Marty Rotella Concert

Marty Rotella concert sponsored by St Joseph-St Therese Church and the Men of the Sacred Hearts will be held on Thursday, April 8, 2010 at 7:00PM at St Joseph-St Therese Church Hall, Acushnet Avenue, New Bedford. Ticket donation: $10.00. For tickets or for more information please call St Joseph-St Therese Rectory at 508-995-5235 Monday through Friday from 9AM to 2PM or Donald St Gelais at 508-999-2680 at the National Enthronement Center.

Bereavement Committee Volunteers Needed

This Parish Ministry offers the services to everyone who has a death in the family at St John Neumann Church. The members prepare continental breakfasts & luncheons for families and friends who attended the funeral. If you would like to share your time and talent to this very important ministry please do so. For further information or to add your name to the roster please call Sue Silva 508 763-2083 or Rachel Constant 508-995-4269. Thank You!!

First Communion Family Retreat

Saturday, March 27, 2010 – 8:30AM to 11:00AM in Neumann Hall. All parents are welcome to stay and participate or just observe.

Stations of the Cross: Fridays at 7PM

All are welcome to this devotional service along with the following organizations and ministries

Friday, March 19th St Vincent de Paul, 

                                  Bereavement Committee

Friday March 26th Religious Education

                                Teachers, Festival Steering 

                                Committee, Staff

 CORI Check & Child Protection Training

There will be a Sexual Abuse Training session on March 14th in Neumann Hall during the 9:30AM and 11AM Mass. The Diocese mandates that all parish volunteers attend this training at least once. Thereafter, all that is required is the yearly CORI check.

Volunteers who have been trained in the past can complete this yearly CORI check at these sessions. Please bring your drivers license.

Annual Diocesan

Reconciliation Weekend

Every parish of the diocese will participate in the Reconciliation Weekend, Friday, March 19th and Saturday, March 20th. Priests will be available in every parish on Friday evening 6 – 8 PM and Saturday 10:00 AM to 12 noon, and 1:30 to 3:30
PM. Take the opportunity to celebrate this sacrament during this Lenten season. 

Liturgy of the Word for Children

Children ages 3 – 6 are invited to participate in the Liturgy of the Word for Children during the 9:30am Mass. Parents may bring their children to Neumann Hall where they will celebrate the Liturgy of the Word at an age appropriate level. They will be brought back to their families in church during the preparation rite of the Mass. On the 1st Sunday of each month, parents should bring their children directly to church. On these Sundays, Fr Rick will invite the children into the sanctuary for his homily.

March 14,21,28 in Neumann Hall

His Land – Lakeville MA

Saturday, March 20, 2010 10AM to 1:30PM

Dr Hugh Boyle – A Day of Healing 

For Registration please call 508-947-4704.

Directives from the Diocese of Fall River concerning the spread of H1N1 virus.

Bishop Coleman has issued directives in order to minimize the spread of the H1N1 virus during our liturgical celebrations effective this weekend. These directives will remain in effect during the cold and flu season. The following are excerpts of the directives. The complete text is posted in the sacristy. 

1. - The sharing of the Precious Blood during Mass for the faithful is to be suspended (with the exception of those who, for medical reasons, are unable to receive the host.)

2. - It is preferred that the invitation to offer the sign of peace during the Communion Rite be suspended, including the exchange of peace between the celebrant and ministers.

3. - Care should be taken by those distributing Holy Communion to avoid contact with a communicant’s tongue or hands.

4. - Holy water fonts should be cleaned with a disinfecting soap and re-filled with newly blessed Holy Water on a frequent basis.

5. - Parishioners are reminded that if they suspect that they are ill, particularly with a contagious illness, they are not bound by the obligation to attend Sunday Mass or Mass on a Holyday of obligation. They should remain at home, and, if possible, participate in the Mass on television, radio, or on the internet and return to church when they are well,

Here at St. John Neumann Parish, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion are asked to follow the procedures below.

Ministers will proceed to the side entrance door and enter the sacristy from the exit hallway. Once inside the sacristy, ministers will cleanse their hands using the liquid sanitizer provided on the counter. The ministers will then enter the sanctuary from the door beside the tabernacle. 

After the distribution of Holy Communion is complete, the ministers will rinse their fingers of particles with the water provided on the credence table. Ministers will then enter the sacristy to again sanitize their hands and return to their places through the side entrance. 
Revision of Procedures

For the “Sign of Peace`”

Two weeks ago the Diocese of Fall River issued guidelines to be implemented to slow the spread of the H1N1 virus (Swine Flu) by modifying some of our liturgical practices. In those guidelines, we read that “it is preferred” that no physical contact be made during the sign of peace. It was determined here at St. John Neumann that we should eliminate the ritual completely. However, a sizeable number of parishioners approached the celebrants to state that eliminating the “sign of peace” was too drastic. 

In fact, Msgr. Smith, Fr. Thibault and I realized that at every Mass last weekend, most people exchanged the sign of peace even when the invitation was omitted. Since it is clear that most people will offer to each other this unifying sign as a preparation for the reception of Holy Communion, we will re-instate the invitation. Parishioners are asked to use their better judgment about sharing in this gesture. A verbal greeting, “The peace of Christ be with you” with a nod and a smile is a valid gesture. Families, spouses, and others attending Mass together may of course shake hands or embrace. 

If someone seated near you prefers not to receive your hand when it is extended, this must be respected. 

The symbols and rituals of our worship are powerful and filled with meaning. But we should also be aware of practices which may compromise the health of individuals. We have placed dispensers of hand sanitizer at the entrance of the church. Please feel free to use them. 

Communion with only the host will remain in effect until the restriction is lifted by the diocese. 

GLUTEN INTOLLERANCE: If you have a gluten intolerance and wish to receive communion from the cup, please speak to the celebrant or deacon before Mass. At Communion time, please come forward to the steps in front of the tabernacle when the Eucharistic Ministers approach and someone will bring the chalice to you to receive. 

Thanks to everyone for your cooperation and understanding

Pilgrimage In The Footsteps Of St Paul

Msgr. John J Smith will lead a 10-Day Pilgrimage: “Following In The Footsteps Of St Paul”, November 2, through November 12, 2010. As we follow in the “Footsteps of Paul”. Our pilgrimage will include a three-day Cruise along the Greek seacoast, visiting Turkey and Crete. Among many other sites, we will also visit the Acropolis, the Temple of Apollo, the Temple of Zeus, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier and many other places, including the Chapel of Panaya Kapulu, where the Virgin Mary lived with St John. If you want more information, please call Msgr Smith: 508-675-3622.

St John Neumann Women’s Guild
Boston Flower & Garden Show

Boston Flower & Garden Show

Roundtrip transportation & admission

Date: March 27, 2010

Leave: 9AM from Apponequet High School

$20.00 deposit reserves seat pay by March 1st
Cost $55.00

Contact Alicia 508-763-2741 or 

atztravelsvc@gmail.com 

Parishioners with Gluten Intolerance

The parish has obtained church-approved gluten-free hosts for those parishioners who are unable to receive the traditional whole-wheat hosts. The Fall River Diocesan Office of Worship, directed by Msgr. Steve Avila, has recommended a procedure for those parishioners who require a gluten-free host. Please speak with Fr. Degagne for more information and to make arrangements for reception of Holy Communion.

Divine Mercy Chaplet

On Thursday at 7PM the Divine Mercy Chaplet will be recited in the Chapel of St John Neumann Church. Come experience this beautiful prayer
Catholic School

Tuition Subsidy Forms

During February, the Catholic Schools in our area are conducting registration for new and returning students. The Diocese of Fall River asks each parish to offer what they can to assist families with tuition assistance. This assistance is given to families who have a demonstrated need, that is: without the parish assistance, families would be unable to enroll their students in a Catholic School. In order to qualify for assistance, parents must meet with Father Degagne to discuss eligibility. Other factors for granting assistance include weekly Sunday Mass attendance and parental and student involvement in the parish life. Parents must also apply to the Diocesan St. Mary’s Education Fund. Applications for this scholarship can be obtained through the school office where your student attends.

